
 

Mati

Mati is an organization that aims to join all its human forces, energy, and love in the 
universal � ght against poverty and towards a life in dignity for all human beings, 
regardless of gender, status, color or creed. Mati’s general approach is to question 
development theories that do not take individual people and their personal life 

stories into account.

� e University of Oxford 

� e University of Oxford is one of the leading universities in the world. It is a col-
legiate research university in Oxford, England.  � ere is evidence of teaching as 

early as 1096, making it the oldest university in the English-speaking world and the 
world’s second-oldest university in continuous operation.

AFD (Agence Française de Développement)

� e Agence Française de Développement (AFD) funds, supports and accelerates 
the transitions to a fairer and more sustainable world.

Focusing on climate, biodiversity, peace, education, urban development, health 
and governance, our teams carry out more than 4,000 projects in France’s overseas 

departments and territories and another 115 countries. In this way, we contribute to 
the commitment of France and French people to support the sustainable develop-

ment goals.

ATD Fourth World

ATD (All Together in Dignity) Fourth World is a movement of solidarity among 
and in collaboration with the most excluded families around the world.  Founded 
in 1957 by Joseph Wresinski, ATD Fourth World brings together women and men 

from all cultures and social classes and is active in 34 countries.
It is an international non-governmental organization with no religious or political 

a�  liation
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research project was done 
successfully with the dedicated 
assistance of the 122 people in 
poverty, 49 practitioners, 33 
academics, 35 children and 15 
members of the Bangladesh 
national research team. 

� e uniqueness of this research 
is that it used a new partici-
patory approach, known as 
“Merging of Knowledge (MoK)” 
and introduced by ATD Fourth 
World. Merging of Knowledge 
is a technique that facilitates 
the dialogue between people 
facing extreme poverty, social 
exclusion and policymakers, 
business leaders, social workers,  
teachers or researchers. � e goal 

is to overcome the communica-
tion and understanding di�  culties 
due to di� erences in speaking and 
thinking, in life experience and 
perspective, so that constructive 
discussions can occur. Merging of 
Knowledge bridges gaps between 
people from di� erent backgrounds 
by creating an environment of 
mutual respect and patience. � is 
approach can be implemented 
with limited � nancial resources 
as long as very rigorous � nancial 
ethics are respected. To identify the 
national “dimensions of poverty” 
in Bangladesh, three modules were 
completed with adult participants 
from both rural and urban areas, in 
order to capture a wide picture of 
poverty. Also, a Module has been 
organized with four peer groups of 
children and two groups of prac-
titioners working with children.

Merging of Knowledge (MoK) Procedure
� rough a substantial investment of time, this approach allowed a co-
leadership of the research by people with an experience of poverty, 
practitioners and academics. 

A three-step process was used to identify characteristics and 
dimensions of poverty in each module. First, knowledge about 
poverty was generated in each of the independent outreach peer 
group described above.  A total number of 254 people took part in 
peer groups across the country, with a slight majority of women 
(58.6%). Each peer group met at least for one day and a half -and 
most o� en two days or more- using a range of methods sought to 
allow the collective identi� cation of characteristics of poverty, and 
then to group them into sets of dimensions. 

Secondly, outcomes of Module-2 and Module-3 were analyzed by the 
NRT members. NRT members with experience of poverty merged 
the sets of community people peer groups in one set. Academic 
members of NRT merged the dimensions of academic peer groups 
and the practitioners of the NRT merged the dimensions of the 
practitioners peer groups. � e merged sets were the reference for 
their deliberations toward a Merging of Knowledge event.

� irdly,  the Merging of Knowledge 3-day event organized at the end 
of Module-2 as well as Module-3 brought together representatives of 
each outreach peer group. 

� ey discussed the NRTs synthesis until de� ning a single 
list of dimensions and characteristics of poverty. � ey also 
identi� ed some pending questions. � e result of this process 
was not only a � nal set of dimensions but also new and 
enriched insights about the reality of poverty in Bangladesh.

Methodology:
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Unmet Basic Need:

“Disabled children cannot get admission to school. School 
authorities don’t want to admit them to their schools. Disabled 
people even have to face problems when they walk on the road 
or go outside.” - People in Poverty

Ill Psychological and Physical 
State:

“A� er marriage, when there is no 
child, wives are always worried that the 
husband will marry another woman.” - 
Academics

Lack of Entrepreneurship 
and Employment 
Opportunities:

“A lack of entrepreneurship and employment 
opportunity is one of the main core reasons for 
a country’s non-development. Because of less 
entrepreneurship and employment, many educated 
people do not have jobs” - Practitioner

Natural and Environmental Degradation:

“Farmers using more chemicals in their land cultivation 
to make more  pro� t which are very much dangerous 
for the climate and the land” - Practitioner

Drug Addiction:

“My husband sells all the assets 
from our home to take drugs. We 
don’t have anything valuable in 
our house.” - People in Poverty

Over Population:

“Due to the large population of the 
area, health care services have been 
hampered due to a lack of adequate 
doctors.” - Practitioner

Bad Governance, and 
Political and Social 
Instability:

“A lack of good governance is most 
intolerable, even more than political 
instability. Good governance can 
bring peace unless there is political 
instability. “- Academics

Insu�  cent Transportation, Communication 
and Technology:

“We can’t protest against injustice because we do not have 
enough access to our rights and information. “- People in 
Poverty

Insu�  cient Money:

“My daughter is young enough for 
marriage, but we cannot arrange 
her marriage due to a lack of 
money.” - People in Poverty

For more details, please scan 
and read online.

For readers who wish to explore this research in great depth, 
all materials related to this research is available online at 
www.matibangladesh.org/research/


